

ADOPTED 3/10/15


Introduced by Council Member Brown & Co-Sponsored by Council Member Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2015-129-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DR. BARBARA DARBY UPON HER RETIREMENT AS PRESIDENT OF THE NORTH CAMPUS AND NASSAU CENTER OF FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE AT JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Barbara Darby received her bachelor’s degree in nursing from Hunter College in New York, earned a master of education degree in adult education from Florida A&M University, earned a master of science degree in nursing from the University of Florida, and earned her doctorate in educational leadership at the University of North Florida; and


WHEREAS, after beginning her professional career as a nurse and clinic manager in New York and Jacksonville, Dr. Darby earned her master’s degree in nursing and began the next phase of her career as a nursing instructor then, after earning her Ph.D., advanced to the positions of Assistant Dean and then Dean of Instruction and Campus Dean for Health Services Programs for Florida Community College at Jacksonville, and ultimately rose to be President of FSCJ’s North Campus and Nassau County Center; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Darby has earned an outstanding reputation both as an educator and higher education administrator and as a vibrant community activist, sharing her talents and energy in leadership positions with organizations ranging from Delta Sigma Theta Sorority to the Jacksonville Women’s Network, and from the City Rescue Mission to the United Way to the Jacksonville Symphony board; and 


WHEREAS, her recognitions and awards are nearly countless, but include being recognized as a Florida Times-Union “Up and Comer”, a UNF Outstanding Alumna, a Gateway Girl Scout Council “Woman of Distinction”, a Mayor’s Trailblazer in Education, a Leadership Jacksonville “Community Trustee Award” winner, and a Women of Color Cultural Foundation Award winner for education; and


WHEREAS, throughout her long career in education, Barbara Darby has touched the lives of tens of thousands of students of all backgrounds and abilities with her relentlessly positive attitude, her advocacy for capital and instructional improvements at FSCJ, and her determination to improve every student’s life and prospects, one student at a time; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Darby has announced her retirement from a long and distinguished career, and the community wishes to express its deep gratitude for her many contributions; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Dr. Barbara Darby for her outstanding careers in nursing and higher education as she retires from the position of President of the North Campus and Nassau Center of Florida State College at Jacksonville, and extends its very best wishes for health, happiness and continued productivity in the years ahead. Dr. Darby’s example of compassion, determination and desire for excellence stand as a monument to her achievements and an inspiration to all who benefitted from her guidance.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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